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We will have peace on Earth when we have peace with the Earth.

THE HONORABLE ANNE HIDALGO
Place de l’Hotel de Ville
Paris, France
7 August 2020
Re: Congratulations to Paris
Dear Mayor Hidalgo:

Greetings from the Normandy Chair for Peace!
We write to congratulate and commend you and your Team for making Paris a model city for
the present and future generations. Paris - the birthplace of modern democracy - is a thought leader
of great cultural mind-shifts.
Road Sharing
Your efforts to expand the
city’s bicycle network to 650
kilometers
is by itself
quite
impressive. Your efforts to transform
300,000 square meters of idle urban
space into food gardens is, to say the
least, admirable and noble.
This is especially important in
the face of the climate emergency
that will hit us on the face after this
pandemic. Your examples are
showing the world the possible
pathways
of
imagination
and
innovation. These pathways do not
just solve the multiple challenges of
human hunger, health, waste, social
isolation, and the hot gases that we
are pumping out into the air. Your
efforts do not just solve these
problems. It will make the problems
dis-solve.

Paris - one of the world’s most sparkling cities –adopted a fashionable
way of moving around - pedal power: biking and walking. It is an
excellent example of how the world can move forward to a kinder and
better future.
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Paris is again leading this multi-dimensional mind-shift. This time, Paris, under your
leadership, is leading a transformation
from the culture of crass commercialism
to a culture of caring and sharing.
Food Gardens

Light attracts light. When we
shine our own light, we give others the
courage to do the same. To complement
your project, the Parisculteurs Initiative,
Agripolis is creating the largest rooftop
food garden in the world. Such an
impressive feat was made possible with
your encouragement and support.
Through these projects and your own,
Paris is growing. It is growing not with
more buildings and roads of dead
concrete. Paris is now actually growing
… fruits and vegetables. Bravo!

Through the positive energy of the Paris City Hall, others are
encouraged to be more happily ambitious. Anything is possible
when we shine for each other. The picture above is the design
for the largest rooftop food garden in the world.

Plan Velo
Also, your bike network plan, Plan Vélo, is an effort worthy of the highest recognition. You
removed space for cars and made the space open for people. Paris is well on its way to becoming
a most people-friendly city. Paris is encouraging her people to move, to use their bodies, and to
enjoy the beautiful world around them. Like the Parisians, we eagerly await Season 2 of Plan Vélo.
We are very excited to see Ville Du Quart D’Heure—a city where everything can be reached within
15 minutes on a bicycle.
New Economy
The story you are telling through your great efforts
is a part of the New Economy. This new economy shifts
from reckless extraction and mindless consumption to a
new world of caring and sharing.
This new world is where we humans will care for
the life-sources of Land, Air, and Waters (LAW) of Life.
Also called the CPR Economy, this does not rape and
ravage the Land, Air, and Waters of Life. Instead,
livelihoods and economic activities will be focused on
nourishing and nurturing Life on Earth. “The nature of
business must be the business of Nature.”
Incidentally, your efforts also address many of the
UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), namely
Goal Numbers: (2) Zero Hunger, (3) Good Health and
Well-Being, (10) Reduced Inequalities, (11) Sustainable
Cities and Communities, (12) Responsible Consumption
and Production, (13) Climate Action, and (17)
Partnerships.
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Mayor Anne Hidalgo, your efforts to transform your city– a magnet of world visitors - into a
model city of the present and the future is truly praiseworthy. It will have maximum ROI throughout
the world – Ripples of Impact.
Many will see that the impossible has been
transformed into a piece of a wonderful world.
Anne Hidalgo, your work is a shining example that
the world must know about -- to inspire and set
human hearts on fire. In the midst of the world’s
raging storms, the unfolding story of pretty Paris is
a lighthouse of hope.
On behalf of grateful people of the present
and future generations — Thank you.
Merci beaucoup!

Very truly yours,

Nicholas Robinson
Executive Governor
International Council for Environmental Law
(ICEL)
New York and Madrid

Antonio Oposa Jr.
Normandy Chair for Peace
Guardian of Future Generations
Normandy, Madrid, and Manila

Durwood Zaelke
President
Institute for Governance & Sustainable
Development (IGSD)
Washington, DC and Paris

Emilie Gaillard
Director
Normandy Chair for Peace
Caen, France

Copies furnished:
Emmanuel Macron
President, République Française
Paris, France
emacron@elysee.fr

Antonio Guterres
Secretary-General, United Nations
New York, USA
antoniod@un.org

Corinne Le Quéré
Chair, High Council on Climate
Paris, France
c.lequere@uea.ac.uk

Inger Andersen
Executive Director, UNEP
Nairobi, Kenya
inger.andersen@un.org
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Barbara Pompili
Minister of Ecological Transition
Paris, France
permanence@barbarapompili.fr

Andrew Raine
Head of International Law Unit, UNEP
Nairobi, Kenya
andrew.raine@un.org

David Boyd
UN Special Rapporteur for Environment
and Human Rights
drdavidboyd@gmail.com

Patricia Espinosa
Executive Secretary, UNFCCC
Bonn, Germany
pespinosa@unfccc.int

Ursula von der Leyen
European Commission
Brussels, Belgium
ec-president-vdl@ec.europa.eu

Jolene Lin
Asia-Pacific Center for Environmental Law
Singapore
jolene.lin@nus.edu.sg

Carroll Muffett
Center for International Environmental Law
Washington, D.C.
cmuffett@ciel.org

Christiana Figueres
Mission 2020
c/o Ana Kantzelis
anakantzelis@gmail.com

Scott Fulton
Environmental Law Institute
Washington, D.C.
fulton@eli.org

David Forman and Victor Tafur
Guardians of Future Generations
Oceania and Latin America
dmforman@hawaii.edu
vtafur@law.pace.edu
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Roll, Waves, Roll,
Pretty much like
Life’s
Bouncing ball.
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